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The Sixth Mass Extinction
The sixth mass extinction, also known as the Holocene or Anthropocene extinction, is a continuing eradication event of animal species largely as an effect of human activity. Niles Eldredge, in the article The Sixth Extinction, says that “the sixth extinction shall be as an uninterrupted outcome of the physical alterations on earth done by human beings.” He splits the current annihilation into two phases. The first was when humans started moving to various locations of the sphere, and the other phase was when people turned to agriculture for survival. The first phase was characterized by the arrival of humans in large numbers leading to the interference with various ecologies and over-hunting (Eldredge). The second phase two was as a result of “agriculture representing the single most profound ecological change in the entire 3.5 billion-year history of life” (Eldredge). Agricultural activities controlled the rates of habitat demolition, excessive utilization, and overpopulation. Looking at Eldredge’s line of thought, it is more obvious that the other five major mass extinctions that were as a result of natural climatic changes, size and weight of species as well as natural phenomena such as volcanic events and collisions between the world and an extraterrestrial bolide (Eldredge). There is no doubt that human beings will be the major reason for the sixth mass extinction.
The bases of this extinction and endangerment of species are habitation damage, alien species, over-exploitation of resources, illness, hunting and poaching species for commercial purposes, rivalry with other species, and predation. Many of these factors are connected to human beings but three; disease, competition, and predation, which are considered to be normal causes for annihilation. The primary causes for extermination are habitation damaging, foreign species, contamination, and over-utilization. According to Carrington, “A Scientific analysis shows that both rare and common living things and billions of native or regional species’ population are on the decline.” The article blames it all on the above activities and warns that the extinction threatens the existence of human civilization as well. “Previous research shows this extinction is at a significantly more rapid rate than previous extinctions, but still, specific species’ extinction is comparatively rare creating the impression of steady damage in biodiversity” (Carrington). In a broader view, most common species’ populations are on the decline across the world, but they remain present. The article states that a third of the thousands of species declining in numbers are not presently considered as endangered, but half of these animals have been lost in the latest decades (Carrington).
With the prevalent environmental degradation of extremely bio diverse habitations like the coral reefs and rainforests, the globe is experiencing migration and death of any animal species. Due to the increase in human population density, we are enclosing, destroying and occupying animal –habitats. Research shows that the world’s population is estimated to grow at 1.15% annually and had doubled from 3 billion to 6 billion in 40 years till 2009 (Pievani 260). This has resulted in an augmented strain on all natural resources and amplified rivalry for resources amid all living species. Pievani argues that “Human activities have had remarkable effects on earth with an estimation of almost half of the planet’s surface are today altered by activities such as deforestation, innovativeness, and development (263). These activities have resulted to climate change distressing the ecosystem, as well as biodiversity, which consequently results to the disruption of the animal kingdom. The human over-consumption and interference of natural resources have greatly affected the planet’s flora and fauna. With the struggle for resources and adverse climate changes, extinction rates will continue to increase dramatically.
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